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Daniel Stephens is coordinator of the undergraduate Public Administration program at the Osceola campus of the University of Central
Florida, as well as being a full time instructor. Mr. Stephens earned a Master’s degree in Public Administration from UCF; and is currently
a doctoral student, nearing the attainment of a PhD in UCF’s interdisciplinary Public Affairs program (hence, he truly bleeds black and
gold). His research interests are studying driver behavior, nding new sources of transportation funding, and studying general
transportation policy as it pertains to social equity; though his forte is examining the methods used to study and qualify active (that is
“human-powered”) transportation. Mr. Stephens currently serves as the President of the Central Florida chapter of the American Society
of Public Administration, and was recently chosen by his colleagues to be an honorary member of Pi Alpha Alpha. He has served the
region since 2006 as a policy advisor to Metroplan Orlando, Downtown South, the City of Orlando, Orange County, and two local
Community Traf c Safety Teams. He has over eight years of experience as an urban planner in the public sector; four years as a researcher
in the nonpro t sector; and nearly twenty years of private sector experience, having founded the international freight forwarding company,
AutoShippers. And, while all of that may sound interesting, he has just recently discovered his true passion: being a grandfather.

Note: this is a preview of a longer article that is forthcoming. The full version will be posted soon.

By Daniel Stephens
Residents of Central Florida embraced the automobile from the start. Unfortunately they did so at the expense of other, more
sustainable modes of transportation. Several factors fostered this af nity with the automobile: the great distances residents travel
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to and fro, subsequent of the area’s sprawling development patterns; the area’s sub-tropical climate, with its sti ing summer
humidity levels that relentlessly force travelers to seek respite from the sun; and of course, the basic conveniences afforded by
vehicles that allow motorists the ability to travel at leisure. Because of this love affair with the automobile, mass transit systems
like buses and trolleys – though prevalent in other parts of the globe – have historically been but a eeting thought in Central
Florida.
The choices that were made long ago as a community, while rational at the time, created many social problems for the local
citizenry. Speci cally they resulted in (i) a high ratio of Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) per person; (ii) increasingly poor air quality
due to high auto emissions; (iii) exorbitant costs for maintaining the behemoth infrastructure of highways and roadways; (iv) rising
costs of living, exacerbated by increasing transportation costs; and (v) a sedentary and generally unhealthy lifestyle due, in part, to
limited transportation options.
As the aforementioned problems associated with over-reliance on the automobile have begun to manifest, one problem in
particular hinders local transportation planners who are working to turn things around: automobile primacy. This concept is best
described as a latent defense of the automobile as both quasi-necessary and benevolent; with an emphasis that speciously asserts
the automobile atop the transportation hierarchy. The car’s high degree of social utility has historically served to justify its
dominance of other modes as a rational outcome that originally stemmed from the lack of viable transportation alternatives.
However, it is now apparent that a bogus sense of motorist entitlement is evolving – one that has allowed social utility to trump
social equity.
Incidents of road rage are now commonplace, as automobiles have begun to function as an extension of personal space. Moreover,
the principle of scarcity has instigated turf wars between the modes.As commutes from home to work and back become longer in
terms of both time and distance, people are increasingly losing their sense of community – resultant of the self-imposed isolation
in their encapsulated metal cages. This lifestyle is not just engrained in the dominant social paradigms of the local culture; it is
codi ed in policy, as is evident by instances of inequitable enforcement, and the occasional misuse (and sometimes unlawful use)
of signage and other traf c control devices. At its best automobile primacy serves the majority… At its worst it acts as an
impediment to planned change from a primarily auto-centric network of roadways to a truly multi-modal system that promotes all
modes of transportation equitably, for users of varying degrees of mobility.
More soon…
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